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Sermon Notes  
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12th Sunday after Pentecost 
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Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:  Ezekiel 33.7-11;  Psalm 119.33-40;  Romans 13.1-10;  Matthew 18.10-20 
 

Prophetic Church 
 
Not many of us consider ourselves ‘prophets’ or that it ought to be our role. We do know what often 
happens to them: suffering, humiliation, threats and death. But we are called to be prophets; and our 
community is called to be a prophetic community; prophetic church.  
 
A prophet speaks for God with words or example; tells us what is right and good and what is wrong, 
oppressive and unjust – a prophet is a conscience of a community or church or nation. Ezekiel says 
a prophet is like the watchman, one who watches for what might happen to the community, issuing 
a warning, trying to alert everyone, that things are going wrong or that change is necessary. 
Prophets have an insight that enable them to see farther, to see implications of what is happening,  
and act as a conscience for the community. If we follow Jesus who was the prophet, then we must 
also be prophets even though we might come up with excuses as did the prophets: I am just a 
shepherd; I’m too young; I’m not worthy; I’m just an ordinary person. 
 
What must we speak out about on behalf of God? That may well be different for each one of us – it 
depends upon the particular issues that God lays on our hearts as we encounter life and seek to 
integrate life and faith together. 
 
Some clues are given to us by our readings today – in particular the Gospel and Paul’s message to 
the Roman’s. Both speak of love – tough love  - the kind of love that: 
 

• care’s enough to confront and hold others to account.  
Paul in verse 10 of today’s reading says - Love does no wrong to a neighbor; that means all 
thought of revenge etc needs to go out the window – more about that in a minute 

• that takes community seriously – so much at odds with the individualism of modern 
Western societies including our own. 
We hear a lot about ‘watching out for Number One’. An Episcopalian priest [USA] who 
served for many years in Nicaragua refers to his country as the ‘Me-First World’.; ‘If you 
don’t take care of yourself, who will? 
 

Paul and Matthew divert us in another direction. For them ‘watching out for Number One; can no 
longer be oneself but invites us to look at one another with new eyes and listen to one another with 
new ears.  Paul calls us to rise above laws that negatively state our responsibilities for one another 
— not to kill, not to steal or covet, not to commit adultery —into something positive and proactive. 
Our debt to one another, our responsibility for one another, can be put into one powerful word: love. 
Love reverences and watches out for the other as Number One.  The other readings explain how far 
love must go in order to be genuine 
 
Ezekiel presents us with an awesome and often scary responsibility: ‘speak to warn the wicked to 
turn from their ways’. This is not so much about personal morality but social responsibility, against  
injustice, and death-dealing (note that he addresses the House of Israel collectively not an 
individual) It offers the hope of liberation and the prospect of forgiveness to those who harm others. 
Even the oppressor has a right to his/her liberation! 
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Paul’s view of Christian community is simple: ‘Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the 
fulfillment of the law.’ He concretises this by referring to vengeance. How relevant still today as we 
approach the 10th  anniversary of  September 11, 2001. How many 100,000’s, if not into the 
millions, of innocents have died because of the need to avenge such attacks. Were they less precious 
than the 3000 who died in the Twin Towers? Which prophets are calling these actions to account? 
Christians are just as capable as any other faith group to glorify and legitimate war. Our call is to 
embrace a way of life that is distinct from that of the prevailing culture of revenge, violence, me-
first. Paul is calling us to embrace a way of life distinctly different from the prevailing death-
dealing culture where retaliation, grudges, feuds and curses were the order of the day. The love we 
are called to not only stops violence but tries to be proactive. The best example in recent memory I 
can think of is: 
 
In 2006, five Amish children in Pennsylvania were killed at their rural school by a man who then 
also committed suicide. This tragedy made world news as did something else that followed. The 
Amish community, whilst still mourning their loss, urged forgiveness for the killer. Many people 
around the world were stunned by this extraordinary gesture. When asked, the Amish people 
explained the reason for their forgiveness they said something lioke :"They believe their calling is 
to accept and absorb hostility without fighting back or falling apart." It was also reported that one of 
the Amish went to the home of the killer's father embracing him for an hour and said, ‘We all 
forgive you.’ Another explained to the media, ‘We're really strongly taught to forgive like Jesus did. 
We forgive the way Christ forgives us." We see in today’s gospel that being a Christian isn't a lark 
but a serious commitment to a radical new way of life. 
 
The gospel offers a complementary process for avoiding the practice of vengeance. The process is 
presented in three parts, but ultimately the community of believers has a role in helping to restore 
broken relationships. ‘I am there among them’ says Jesus. It is through the power of solidarity with 
others, however few, even just two or three others, that we achieve peace with justice (Matthew 
18:19-20). 
 
John Donne, the Anglican priest and poet, reminded us that, ‘no [man] is an island, entire unto 
himself’ Despite our dense populations, loneliness is a chronic, debilitating, and common 
condition.. ‘Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’. Jesus makes it 
clear how important we are one to another. Our connectedness gives us a power; gives strength to 
our values; enables us to be an effective healing force among others. This connectedness is clearly 
evident in times of tragedy: the Asian tsunami; Hurricane Katrina, Cyclone Larry, Qld floods ; 
ChristChurch earthquake ... 
 
People reached out to help and in big ways.  Charles Dickens’ oft-quoted line applies here: “It was 
the best of times. It was the worst of times” (from A Tale of Two Cities).  But the gospel today calls 
us to be ‘connected’ everyday, to those we would sometimes not choose to be with.  
 
The German Pastor Martin Niemöller (1892–1984), who protested Hitler's anti-semite measures in 
person to him, was eventually arrested, then imprisoned at Sachsenhausen and Dachau (1937–
1945). He once confessed, "It took me a long time to learn that God is not the enemy of my 
enemies. He is not even the enemy of His enemies." On September 11 we might pray that despite 
the pain and horror experienced we might also learn the lesson of Niemöller and act the way the 
Amish community responded in one, united voice to both of the families of the victims, the 
perpetrator and his family.  
 
Finally to remember that it is not our words so much as our lives which will speak most eloquently: 
 
The story is told that when the German protestant theologian Dorothee Sölle introduced herself to 
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the Jewish philosopher Martin Buber as a theologian. He met this with a long silence, then asked, 
"How do you do that? There is no logos, no words, to be said about God. Archaeology, ornithology, 
many disciplines are areas where knowledge comes in words, phrases, talking. But God is 
different."  
 
Sölle says it has taken her forty years to fully respond to Buber's insight--that the ways we tell one 
another about God are conveyed not in words, but with our lives.   

_____________________________ 


